
BLACK SUMMER CAMP 2022
2nd Saturdays | June - September
El Centro de la Raza | Roberto Maestas Plaza
Films begin at Sunset

BLACK SUMMER CAMP is Sankofa Film Society’s summer outdoor film series that brings the brilliance of Black
cinema under the stars. The series screens on the 2nd Saturday from June - September 2022 in the Roberto
Maestas Plaza @ El Centro de la Raza on Beacon Hill. Films begin at sunset. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy
film, conversation and community. All events are free and open to the public

This summer Sankofa Film Society investigates the power of the Black concert film. A snapshot in time, capturing
the culture of the moment through fiery ballads, piercing sax solos and rhythmic percussion, the Black concert film
was an irreplaceable capsule of our culture. Join us as we feature six amazing concert documentaries that each
bring a moment that pierces our soul.

Saturday June 11
Hagereseb - Tribute to Rahwa Habte
Dir. Zia Mohajerjasbi
It's 1997 in Seattle's Yesler Terrace, and 10-year-old Abai is on a quest to find fresh batteries for his Casio keyboard
for one last music lesson with his older brother Sam before seeing him sent back to their native Eritrea,
indefinitely.

“Summer of Soul”
Dir. Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson
Over the course of six weeks in the summer of 1969, just one hundred miles south of Woodstock, The Harlem
Cultural Festival was filmed in Mount Morris Park (now Marcus Garvey Park). The footage was largely
forgotten–until now. SUMMER OF SOUL shines a light on the importance of history to our spiritual well-being and
stands as a testament to the healing power of music during times of unrest, both past and present. The feature

https://youtu.be/_vgmeHDLX_s
https://youtu.be/1-siC9cugqA


includes concert performances by Stevie Wonder, Nina Simone, Sly & the Family Stone, Gladys Knight & the Pips,
Mahalia Jackson, B.B. King, The 5th Dimension and more.

Thursday, July 9
“Afro Punk
Location: Estelita’s Library
241 Martin Luther King Jr Way S
“High Desert” Book release party and Screening
Filmmaker in Attendance
Celebrating the release of his graphic novel “High Desert” Afro Punk director James Spooner returns to Seattle for
a book release party! The party happens at Estalita’s Library James sits down with Seattle artist Kimya Dawson for
a Black punk fireside chat before the screening of his award winning film, “AfroPunk”. Books, music, DIY fun.

Saturday July 9
“Amazing Grace”
Dir. Sydney Pollack
In this documentary, Aretha Franklin performs with the choir at Watts' New Bethel Baptist Church in January 1972
while recording her live best-selling gospel album "Amazing Grace." In attendance are Mick Jagger and Charlie
Watts of the Rolling Stones as well as members of Franklin's family and the local congregation and community
who worship alongside her. Directed by Sydney Pollack and finished by Alan Elliott.

August 13
“Mr. Soul”
Dir. Melissa Haizlip
From 1968 to 1973, the public television variety show SOUL!, guided by the enigmatic producer and host Ellis
Haizlip, offered an uncompromising celebration of Black culture. The series was among the first to provide
expanded images of African Americans on television, shifting the gaze from inner-city poverty and violence to the
vibrancy of the Black Arts Movement. Mr. SOUL! captures a critical moment in culture whose impact continues to
resonate, and an unsung hero whose voice we need now more than ever.

September 10
“20 Feet From Stardom”
Dir. Morgan Neville
Backup singers live in a world that lies just beyond the spotlight. Their voices bring harmony to the biggest bands
in popular music, but we've had no idea who these singers are or what lives they lead, until now

Sankofa Film Society’s Black Summer Camp is made possible through the generous support and collaboration
with
ARRAY
4Culture
Beacon Hill Business Alliance
Estellita’s Library

https://youtu.be/xJQRJZU0Zhc
https://youtu.be/gkKOIQwTiKE
https://youtu.be/V5bLjXSFR7o
https://youtu.be/tWyUJcA8Zfo

